
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, IN 46979 

June 21, 2016 

Minutes of the public hearing and regular meeting of the Western Board of School Trustees held on 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present:  Don Wells, Harry Kenworthy, Mike Koloszar, Linda Singer, J. Conrad Maugans, Scott 

Gaskins and Donna Shepherd 

Members Absent: None 

Others Present:  Randy McCracken, Abby Rodgers, Heather Hendrich, Pam Carter, Craig Shearer, Roger 

Cline, Pat Quillen, Jeff Altmiller, Tracy Horrell, Rick Davis, Chad Shepherd and Caele Pemberton 

Mr. Gaskins led prayer and Mr. Maugans led the Pledge of Allegiance prior to official start of the 

meeting. 

Public Hearing 

Item #1 – Opening of the Hearing 

Mr. Maugans called the hearing to order at 6:01 p.m. 

Item #2 – Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. Koloszar made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion 

which passed 7-0. 

Item #3 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

There were no comments from the public. 

Item #4 – Additional Appropriations 

Mrs. Carter presented the following resolution for review: 



 

 



Item #5 – Closing of Hearing 

The hearing was closed at 6:03 p.m. 

Regular Meeting 

Item #1 – Opening of the Meeting 

Mr. Maugans opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m. 

Item #2 – Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. McCracken indicated there were additions to agenda item #7, resolutions for approval and agenda 

item #20, personnel.  Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Gaskins 

seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes 

Mrs. Singer made a motion to approve both the May 17, 2016 regular meeting and executive session 

minutes.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

There were no comments from the public 

Item #5 – Panther Pride 

Mr. McCracken shared the following with the Board: 

1. Thank you from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to Peggy Obermeyer and WMS for 

donating $1,160.05. 

2. Sports Journal article featuring the Boys Baseball Team 

Item #6 – Reports 

1. Director of Finance:  Mrs. Carter submitted the following report: 

 



 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and claim docket.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded 

the motion which passed 7-0. 

2. Assistant Superintendent:  Dr. Hendrich submitted the following report: 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



Mr. Gaskins made a comment regarding the numbers on the 2015-16 suspension/expulsion report.  Dr. 

Hendrich said that she would look over the numbers again. 

3. Director of Technology:  Mr. Shearer submitted the following report: 

Technology Board Update 6/21/16 
1. iPad collection went very well this year.  We are working on Reconfiguring, Cleaning, and 

Organizing.  A big thank you to all of those who helped us this year with the iPad switch over.  Finishing 

the 3rd year there are still things we are learning and improving on. 

Damaged iPads from this year (including ipads returned damaged) 

HS 70 

MS 42 

IS 44 

PS  21 

Summer Projects we have about 10-15 summer items we are working on. 

 

4. Director of Exceptional Learners and Testing:  Mrs. Stranahan submitted the following report: 

 



5. Superintendent:  Mr. McCracken submitted the following report: 

 

Item #7 – Resolutions for Approval 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the following resolutions: 

1. Internal Controls 

2. Transfer of $4,000 from Maintenance of Equipment to be divided to $3,000 for Building 

Construction and Improvement and $1,000 to Mobile and Fixed, Admin Site 

3. Notice of Additional Appropriations for Debt Service 

Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #8 – Facility Improvements 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the following facility improvements as well as give Mr. McCracken 

the authority to sign contracts once completed. 



 

Mrs. Singer seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #9 – Textbook Adoption 

Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the math textbooks for WIS, WMS and WHS.  Mr. Koloszar 

seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 



Item #10 – 2016-17 Handbooks 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the student and employee handbooks for all four buildings as 

well as the support staff handbook.  Mr. Gaskins seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #11 – 2016-17 Fees 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the proposed fees for all four buildings.  Mrs. Singer seconded the 

motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #12 – E-Backpack 

Mrs. Singer made a motion to approve the purchase of eBackpack.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion 

which passed 7-0. 

Item #13 – School Lunch Pricing 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the increase in school lunch prices for the 2016-17 school year.  

Mr. Gaskins seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #14 – Food Service Vendors 

Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the following food service vendors: 

1. Aunt Millie’s Bakery 

2. Dean Foods/Schenkel’s Dairy 

3. Gordon Food Service and Stanz Foodservice 

Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #15 – KACC Agreement 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the Kokomo Area Career Center Operating Agreement.  Mrs. 

Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #16 – Acceptance of Donations 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to accept the following donations: 

1. David and Sara Sullivan - $1,000.00 cash for purchase of girls track tent 

2. First Bank of Berne - $3,000.00 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #17 – Surplus Property 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to declare 2 sets of used lockers from WMS as surplus property.  Mr. 

Gaskins seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 



Item #18 – Overnight Field Trip 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the WMS Washington DC trip on May 5-9, 2017.  Mr. Kenworthy 

seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #19 – NEOLA 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the following policies:  0144.3, 1130, 3113, 4113, 6110, 6111, 

6112, 6114, 6116, 6320, 6325, 6460, 6550, 7300, 7310, 7450, 8500, and 5840.  Mr. Gaskins seconded the 

motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #20 – Personnel 

Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the following personnel items: 

1. Recommendations: 

a. Heather Dubbels – Spanish Teacher, WHS 

b. Misty Duncan – Paraprofessional, KASEC 

c. Amanda Blades – Paraprofessional, KASEC 

d. Lisa Sipes – LA Teacher, WMS 

e. Tim Ladwig – Math Teacher, WMS 

f. Amy Wilson – English Teacher, WHS 

g. Sarah Banan – Non Public School Teacher 

h. Heather Yentes – Jr. High Cross Country 

i. Mike Roe – Varsity Boys Soccer 

j. Abby Workman – Varsity Girls Soccer 

k. Gary Jewell –Varsity Boys Cross Country and Boys Track 

l. Chad Shepherd –Varsity Wrestling 

m. Steve Hoppes – Varsity Girls and Boys Golf 

2. Additional Compensation 

3. Wired Course Facilitating Teachers 

4. Administrator and Director Contracts 

5. Medical Leave: 

a. Kelly Babbs, WHS 

6. Summer Food Service 

7. iPad Organization Hours 

8. Resignations: 

a. Sarah Kritzman – Student Council Co-Sponsor, WHS 

b. Star Sanders – Early Morning Child Care 

c. Jay Pritchard, WHS 

d. Kiersten Sanders, WMS 

e. Hope Chambers, WMS 

f. Teresa Guy, WIS 

g. Denise White, KASEC 



h. Sherri Crowell, KASEC 

i. Jessica Cantlon, WHS 

j. Chris Tuberty – Asst Varsity Volleyball Coach 

Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0-1, with Mrs. Shepherd abstaining from the vote. 

Item #21 – Professional Improvement Requests 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the following professional improvement requests: 

 

Twyla Carlson – Instructional Leadership Series:PBIS – WVEC – June 1-2, Sept 19, Oct 10, Nov 14, Dec 12, 

2016 

Heather Hendrich – School Safety Specialist Academy – Indianapolis – August 29-30, 2016 

Cindy Long – Evaluator Training –WVEC – July 6-7, 2016 

Julie Pownall – Building Career Pathways System – Indianapolis – October 6-7, 2016 

Pat Quillen – School Safety Specialist Academy – Indianapolis –August 29-30, 2016 

Emily Klingler – Culinary Skills for A+ School Meals – Carmel – June 27-July 1, 2016 

Heather Dubbels –IFLT –Chattanooga, TN – July 19-22, 2016 

Rick Davis - Indiana Principal Leadership Institute 

Cindy Long - Indiana New Administrator Leadership Institute 

Professional Learning Community Facilitator Training 

Bob Sylvester - Ball State University Ed.D. Cohort 

 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #22 – Board Member Roundtable 

Mrs. Shepherd thanked the First Bank of Berne for the generous donation. 

Mrs. Singer thanked the Board members for their flowers and good wishes regarding her recent surgery. 

Mr. Wells thanked the principals for all their work with the handbooks, and also the First Bank of Berne 

for their donation. 

Mr. Kenworthy shared some articles regarding the tennis and baseball teams. 

file://wsc-fs01/staff$/alrodgers/20160621/IPLI%20update.pdf
file://wsc-fs01/staff$/alrodgers/20160621/INALI.pdf
PLC%20Training.pdf
sylvester%20Ball%20State%20University,%20Ed.D,%207th%20Cohort%20Program.docx


Mr. Koloszar congratulated the boys baseball team for a great season. 

Mr. Maugans echoed the sentiments regarding the baseball team. 

Item #23 – Signing of Documents 

The proper documents were signed. 

Item #24 – Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 

 

 

 


