
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, IN 46979 

November 19, 2013 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Western Board of School Trustees held on November 19, 2013 

Members Present: Don Wells, Mike Koloszar, Harry Kenworthy, Jon Marley, J. Conrad Maugans and 

Donna Shepherd 

Members Absent: Linda Singer 

Others Present: Randy McCracken, Abby Rodgers, Heather Hendrich, Pam Carter, Craig Shearer, Chad 

Barlow, Alan Girton, Rick Davis, Lissa Stranahan, Katie Sundheimer, Matt Hines, Jet Sundheimer, Jill 

Newby and Julie Pownall 

Mr. Marley led prayer and Mr. Wells led the Pledge of Allegiance prior to official start of the meeting 

Item #1 – Opening of the Meeting 

Mr. Wells called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Item #2 – Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Mr. Marley seconded the motion 

which passed 6-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2013 regular meeting, the 

October 29, 2013 special meeting, and the October 29, 2013 executive session.  Mrs. Shepherd 

seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment 

Mr. Alan Girton, President of the Western Band Boosters, thanked the Board and the Administration for 

all of their support this year regarding the band program. 

Item #5 – Panther Pride 

Mr. McCracken shared the following: 

1. Congratulations to Austin Elliott and Adam Lyons who were named Academic All State and Jacob 

Bradshaw and Grant Harbaugh who were Honorable Mentions.  This makes 8 first teamers, and 

5 honorable mentions in the last 5 years. 



2. The WMS cheer squads accomplished a lot during their first season together. 

Their hard work began before they ever saw a gym floor or performed their first cheer. 

In the spring, they visited Howard Haven, planted flowers with the residents and served them 

ice cream sundaes.  

Over summer vacation, they spent a Saturday morning doing a free car wash.  All  proceeds of 

the car wash were used to purchase school supplies which the girls distributed at Pine Valley 

Apartments. The girls and coaches prepared "Back to School" bags which held paper, pens, 

pencils, hygiene products etc. The residents were served ice cream sundaes and over 50 

students were given supply bags. 

  

The last home game of the football season was designated  to promote Breast Cancer 

Awareness.  They decorated their building and had a week long bake sale and offered pink hair 

painting on a Friday.   They were able to raise $790.00.  Those funds are going to a local charity 

that provides gas cards to women who can not afford to travel to their cancer treatment 

appointments. 

They are decorating a We Care Christmas tree to be auctioned off for charities.  The girls have 

brought in toys and decorations for the theme, " What Little Girls are Made Of“ 

The WMS cheerleading program has donated over $2000.00 to community service and 

charities.  They truly strive to personify their acronym  S.M.I.L.E; Serve, Motivate, Inspire, Lead, 

Encourage 

The WMS cheer program is an organization to be proud of. 

 

3. Congratulations to Matt Grider who qualified and competed at the State Cross County Meet 

4. Congratulations to the WHS Marching Band who finished 2nd at the ISSMA State Band 

Competition on November 2 

5. Congratulations to WMS Battle of the Books, and Spell Bowl who each had great seasons. 

6. Sandy Short, WMS Kitchen, took the time to come in and make sure that a hot breakfast was 

served Monday after the storms, since many kids did not have power. 

Item #6 – Reports 

1. Director of Finance:  Mrs. Carter submitted the following report: 

 



 
 

 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and claim docket.  Mr. Koloszar seconded 

the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

2. Director of Buildings, Grounds, Transportation and Safety:  Dr. Hendrich submitted the 

following report: 

 



 



 



 

 

3. Director of Technology:  Mr. Shearer submitted the following report: 



 

4. Director of Exceptional Learners and Testing:  Mrs. Reagle submitted the following report: 

Special Education 

IPad Training for Paraprofessionals 

Crisis Prevention Intervention training 

Attended ISBA Current Issues in Special Education 

Title I, II and III 

 NESP grant submitted 

Title II A grant approved 

High Ability 

Working to complete 2013-14 High Ability grant 

Testing 

Participating in CTB Webinars  

5. Superintendent:  Mr. McCracken submitted the following report: 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Item #7 – Goals for Expenditure Categories 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the goals for expenditure categories.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded 

the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Item #8 – Resolutions for Approval 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the resolution regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

Mr. Marley made a motion to approve three resolutions for transfer of appropriation, as presented by 

Pam Carter, Director of Finance.  Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Item #9 – 403(b) 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to allow Mr. McCracken to sign agreements with ASPire, Axia Advisory 

Corporation, and TSH Consulting to provide oversight, accounting and record keeping for Western 

employees’ future 403(b) contributions.  Mr. Wells seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Item #10 – 2
nd

 Semester Transfer Capacity 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the transfer capacities as recommended by Mr. McCracken. 



 
 

Mr. Maugans seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Item #11 – Acceptance of Donations: 

Mr. Marley made a motion to accept the following donations: 

1. $990.38 to WHS Choir from Sally Ripley 

2. Refrigerator for WHS Band from Western Band Boosters 

3. Book Donation for WPS 

4. Donations for Balloon Release 

5. $700.00 Anonymous Donation to WMS for DC Scholarship 

Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

 

 



Item #12 – WMS Cadet Program 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the WMS Cadet Program as presented by Mr. Hines, WMS 

Assistant Principal, and Mr. Sylvester, WMS teacher.  Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 6-

0. 

 

Item #13 – Overnight Field Trip 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the overnight field trip for the WHS marching band.  Mr. Wells 

seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Item #14 – Personnel 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the following personnel items: 

1. Recommendations: 

a. Jennifer Fisher, AMTAG Spanish 

b. Laura Groves, AMTAG Guitar 

c. Chelsie Lawson, Title I Aide – WIS 

d. Mary Robertson, Cafeteria Worker – WMS 

e. Blythe Criswell, Cafeteria Worker – WMS 

f. Ashley Zell, Temp. Teacher – WPS 

2. Resignations: 

a. Jennifer Swise, WHS 

b. Nate Andrews, WHS 

c. Katie Andrews, WPS 

3. Retirements: 

a. Judy Sand 

4. Temporary Paraprofessional Position, KASEC 

5. Temporary Academic/Health Aide Position 

 

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the following coaching recommendations/resignations: 

1. Resignations: 

a. Amy Messer, Freshman Cheer Coach 

b. Garrett Hill, Girls Swimming Assistant Coach 

c. Nate Andrews, Varsity Football Coach 

2. Recommendations: 

a. Chrystal Campbell, Girls Varsity Track and Field 

b. Roger Eubank, Jr. High Wrestling Assistant Coach 

c. Dan Hinkle, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

d. David Shepherd, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

e. Josh Shepherd, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

f. Chris Frazier, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

g. Scott Goudy, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 



h. Greg Cottingham, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

i. Eric Fluck, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

j. Brett Shepherd, Wrestling Coach Volunteer 

k. Cassie Schwietert, Freshman Cheer Coach 

Mr. Marley seconded the motion which passed 5-0-1, with Mrs. Shepherd abstaining from the vote. 

 

Item #15 – Professional Improvement Requests 

Mr. Maugans made a motion to approve the following professional improvement requests: 

 

 

Kim Showers – CPR Training – Carmel – November 7, 2013 

Suzie Reagle – Section 504 Information – Elwood – October 29, 2013 

Cheryl Harshman – ICASE Exec Meeting – Indianapolis – November 21, 2013 

Rick Davis – CCSS Preparing for the Transition to College and Career Standards and Assessments – WVEC 

– November 13, 2013 

Julie Pownall – Principal Focus Group for CCSS – WVEC – December 13, 2013 

Nicole Jackson – Textbook Adoption Conference – Fort Wayne – November 6, 2013 

Kay Lazar – Textbook Adoption Conference – Fort Wayne – November 6, 2013 

Michelle Schneider – IMEA Beginning and Developing Music Teacher Workshop – November 8, 2013 

Peggy Obermeyer – Digital Citizenship – WVEC – December 4, 2013 

Sheila Morrow – CPA, S&S Program – Lafayette – November 21, 2013 

Liz Douglass – NAGC Annual Convention – Indianapolis – November 7-10, 2013 

Suzie Reagle – Title I Follow Up Workshop – W Lafayette – December 10, 2013 

Angie Gingerich – CPA Workshop – CPA Workshop – Lafayette – November 21, 2013 

Cindy Lester – AP Statistics Conference – Butler –November 25, 2013 

Wendi Campbell – Roundtable – Rensselaer – November 26, 2013 

Cheryl Harshman – Roundtable –Rensselaer – November 26, 2013 

Dawn Lytle – Positive Profile Training – Wabash – October 23, 2013 

Sherry Riley - Positive Profile Training – Wabash – October 23, 2013 



Mary Evans - Positive Profile Training – Wabash – October 23, 2013 

Dave Anderson - Positive Profile Training – Wabash – October 23, 2013 

Patty Young – Curating Digital Content – WVEC – December 4, 2013 

Keith Whitford – The Midwest Band Orchestra Clinic – McCormick Place West – December 19-20, 2013 

Roger Guinn – Focus on Inclusion – Indianapolis – January 30-31, 2014 

Carrie Worland – Focus on Inclusion – Indianapolis – January 30-31, 2014 

Heather Hendrich – Midwest Regional Turf Foundation – Indianapolis – December 3, 2013 

Lissa Stranahan – IASP Assistant Principal Conference – Indianapolis – November 22-23, 2013 

Marti Lushin – Title I Workshop –W. Lafayette – December 10, 2013 

Twyla Carlson – Title I Workshop – W. Lafayette – December 10, 2013 

 

Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 

Item #16 – Board Member Roundtable 

Mr. Koloszar shared that he was thankful that the school was not harmed by the recent tornados. 

Mr. Wells commented on the WMS Cadet Program, indicated that it looked like an excellent program. 

Mr. Maugans complimented the band for their season, and expressed appreciation for Mr. Girton and 

other parents that help to make this such a successful program. 

Mr. Koloszar shared that several students from Kokomo had helped to clean up after the tornados, and 

he was sure that if Western had not had school, they would have been there to help as well. 

Mrs. Shepherd echoed the comments from other members. 

Item #17 – Signing of Documents 

The proper documents were signed. 

Item #18 – Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 


