Western School Corporation

BULLYING DEFINED

Western School Corporation is committed to each student’s success in learning within a caring,
responsive, and safe environment that is free of discrimination, violence, and bullying. Our
school corporation works to ensure that all students have the opportunity and support to develop
to their fullest potential and share a personal and meaningful bond with people in the school
community. Bullying is prohibited by Western School Corporation.

According to IC 20-33-8-0.2, “Bullying” means overt, unwanted, repeated acts or gestures,
include verbal or written communications or images transmitted in any manner (including
digitally or electronically), physical acts committed, aggression, or any other behaviors, that are
committed by a student or group of students against another student with the intent to harass,
ridicule, humiliate, intimidate, or harm the targeted student and create for the targeted student an
objectively hostile school environment that:

(1) Places the targeted student in reasonable fear of harm to the targeted student’s person or
property;

(2) Has a substantially detrimental effect on the targeted student’s physical or mental health;

(3) Has the effect of substantially interfering with the targeted student’s academic
performance; or

(4) Has the effect of substantially interfering with the targeted student’s ability to participate
in or benefit from the services, activities, and privileges provided by the school.

Bullying can occur anywhere (in-school or outside of school) and at any time; both during and
after school hours. Bullying can include physical bullying, verbal bullying, social/relational
bullying, and electronic/written communication.

Physical bullying involves hurting a person’s body or possessions. It includes
hitting/kicking/punching, spitting, tripping or pushing, taking or breaking someone’s things, and
making mean or rude hand gestures.

Verbal bullying involves saying mean things. It can include teasing, name-calling,
inappropriate sexual comments, taunting, or threatening to cause harm.

Social/relational bullying involves hurting someone’s reputation or relationships. Social
bullying involves telling other children not to be friends with someone, leaving someone out on
purpose, spreading rumors about someone, or embarrassing someone in public.

Electronic/written communication involves cyber-bullying, collective or group note writing,
any bullying undertaken through the use of electronic devices (computer, cell phones)



