
Western School Corporation 

Russiaville, Indiana 

December 19th, 2017 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Western Board of School Trustees held on Tuesday, December 19th, 

2017 at 6:00 pm. 

Members Present:  J. Conrad Maugans, Scott Gaskins, Linda Singer, Harry Kenworthy, Donna Shepherd, 

Don Wells & Mike Koloszar  

Members Absent:   all present 

Others Present: Katie Sundheimer, Tyler Lucas, Madison Quinnette, Abby Crume, Rick Davis, Karen 

Foster, Dick Foster, Kim Ennis, Peggy Obermeyer, Melissa DeWeese, Pat Quillen, Suzie 

Reagle, Steve Arthur, Nate Schmidt, Josh Larsh, Randy McCracken, Tammy Johnson, 

Heather Hendrich, Pam Carter, Craig Shearer & Lissa Stranahan. 

Mr. Wells led with prayer and Mr. Maugans led the Pledge of Allegiance prior to the official start of the 

meeting. 

 

Item #1 – Opening the Meeting: 

Mr. Maugans called the meeting to order at 6:02pm. 

Item #2 – Approval of the Agenda: 

Mr. McCracken requested that under item #12 NEOLA that Policy 3131 be tabled for final read at the January 

regular meeting.  He also asked that under #13 Personnel, the recommendation for 

Alaina Bradley be removed. 

Mr. Koloszar made a motion to approve the agenda with the requested changes.   Mr. Gaskins seconded the 

motion which passed 7-0. 

Item #3 – Approval of the Minutes: 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 21st, 2017 regular meeting minutes 

as presented.   Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

 

Item #4 – Opportunity for Public Comment:   No comments were made. 

 

 

 

 

 



Item #5 – Panther Pride: 

Presentations for Employee & Student of the Month were made by Dr. Hendrich. 

Employee of the Month:  Karen Foster - December 

Students of the Month:    WPS: Gretchen Raab,  WIS: Lyric Smith,  WMS:  Dylan Anthony,  WHS: Hayden Turner   

WHS High School – Class of 2019 Rising Stars of Indiana – Nominated 11th grade students who are exemplary 

in academic achievement.  Nominated Western students include:  Thomas Gatewood, Ethan Lutgen, Isabelle 

Origer & Rachel Zentz. 

 

Item #6 – Reports: 

A.  Director of Finance:  Ms. Carter submitted the following report: 

 

 
 

 

 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 

7-0.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

B.  Director of Exceptional Learners and Testing:  Mrs. Stranahan submitted the following report  

                

 

- Acceptance of Grants submitted by Mrs. Stranahan 

 

 Mr. Kenworthy motioned to accept the grants as presented.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded & passed 7-0. 



C. Director of Technology:  Mr. Shearer submitted the following report 

 
 

Mr. Shearer also added that the grant for the Summer of eLearning Conference June 2018 was awarded to the 

four area schools who participate & present (Western, Northwestern, Taylor & Eastern.) 

 

 

D. Assistant Superintendent Report - Dr. Hendrich submitted the following report 

 



 
 

E. Superintendents Report:  Mr. McCracken submitted the following report –  

                

 

 

 



  

 

- Ref #4 from above:  Presentation made by Melissa DeWeese & Nate Schmidt regarding Ipad use in the 

classroom & new activities and tools being used by the students & teachers. 

 

- Ref #5 from above:  Presentation made by Madison Quinnette & Jenna Moree regarding Data Rooms, 

Intervention & student progress via Classroom Coaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item #7 – Resolutions for Approval:  Submitted for review & approval by Ms. Carter  

  

 



 

 

 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the Resolutions as presented.  Mr. Gaskins seconded the motion which passed 7-0.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item #8 – Acceptance of Donations:    

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the Donations as presented.  Mr. Kenworthy seconded the motion which passed 

7-0. 

 

Item #9 - New Course Offerings 2018-19:  Submitted by Mr. Davis, WHS Principal 

 



 



 

 

 

 

Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the New Course Offerings for 2018-19 SY as presented.   

Mrs. Singer seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

 



 

Item #10 – Revision to the Student Handbook:   Presented for approval by Mr. McCracken 

 

 

 

Mr. Kenworthy made a motion to approve the change to the Student Handbook as presented.   

Mr. Koloszar seconded the motion which passed 7-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item #11 – Fieldhouse Usage: 

 

 

 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to change the usage of the Field House as presented.  Mr. Maugans made comment that 

this is the ultimate purpose of having the Field House – to help accommodate the community.   Mr. Wells seconded the 

motion which passed 7-0. 

 

Item #12 – NEOLA: 

First Reading:  Policies 5530.02, 5136, 5136.01, 7540.03, 7540.04, 7540.05, 7540.06, 8500 & 8510 

 

Second Reading:  Policies 1220, 1521, 3121, 4121,2221, 2262, 2623.01, 3131 (tabled to Jan Reg Meeting), 3220.01, 5200, 

5330, 5350, 5460, 5630.01V1, 5730, 6152, 8120, 8121, 8330, 8462, 8600, 8800, 6111, 6605, 5771 

 

**copies of all approved policies will be updated on  our school website 

 

Mrs. Shepherd made a motion to approve policies as presented on second reading.  Mr. Maugans seconded the motion 

which passed 7-0. 

 



#13-Personnel: 

Mr. McCracken recommends the following personnel items –  

 Recommendation:  Alaina Bradley, Special Ed Aide, WMS (Removed as requested by Mr. McCracken, resignation recv’d) 

 Recommendation:  Derek Durkes, Temporary 5
th

 Grade Teacher, WIS 

 Recommendation:  Amber Kelly, Temporary 4
th

 Grade Teacher, WIS 

 Recommendation:  Stevee Kenworthy, Special Ed Aide, WIS 

 Recommendation:  Emily Myers, Temporary PVE Teacher, WHS 

 Recommendation:  Jerelyn George & Abby Unger, Elementary Bus Aides 

 Recommendation:  Athletic ECA 

 Recommendation:  Homebound Instruction 

 Resignation:  Lacey Alberson, Special Ed Aide, WIS 

 Resignation:  Jeff Newman, Head Custodian, WMS 

 Resignation:  Holly Polk, Bus Aide, WIS 

 Leave of Absence:  Mary Kelley, Aide, WPS 

 

Mr. Gaskins made a motion to approve the Personnel items as presented.   Mrs. Shepherd seconded the motion.  

Motion passed with 6 votes & 1 abstention by Mrs. Singer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item #14 – Professional Improvement Requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mr. Wells made a motion to approve Professional Improvement Requests as submitted.  Mrs. Shepherd seconded the 

motion which passed 7-0. 

 

Item #15 – Board Member Roundtable: 

Mr. Gaskins – Wished everyone a Merry Christmas! 

Mrs. Singer – Commented that she has heard how much people without children at Western, appreciate the Western 

View.  They are able to read about the happenings at all buildings & what great things happen here at Western.  

Specifically mentioned each school – WPS:  Turkey Walk, WIS: Students had a visit from Nationally known songwriter, 

WMS: Paw Print Newspaper on the website – Very impressed by the student articles, WHS:  Has heard very positive 

feedback from other educators about Mr. Davis’s presentation at Partner’s In Education regarding the new Graduation 

Pathways Plan put forth by the state.  She also noted on how proud she was of all the schools and their Community 

Service! 

Mr. Maugans – Made a comment that with all the great things happening at Western, he challenges everyone who 

criticizes the Public School System!  Everything was great. 

Mr. Koloszar – Glad to see the new courses being offered at the High School. 

Mr. Kenworthy – Thank you to everyone. 

Mrs. Shepherd – Good night to everyone.  

 

Item #16 – Signing of Documents: 

  

Item #17 – Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05pm with the Executive Session to follow. 


